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Sheila The Sheep, Adrienne Charles
Sheila The Sheep is based on a true story, 
publicised in The Mercury, in 2016. Sheila 
had been lost in the bush for six years. 
Without being shorn in all that time her 
coat had become so heavy that she could 
hardly walk. She made bush friends but, 
eventually, she fell into a ditch by the side 
of the road. Luckily she was found alive 
when she winked at Farmer Jones. He 
took her back to the farm where, at last, 
she was shorn. Her famous fleece is still 
hanging in the woolshed at Twamley Farm.
From local bookshops, The Bothwell Post Office, 
The Midlands Tourist Centre in Bothwell, Port 
Arthur Historic site, Classwoods in Ross, Sepenfelts 
in Deloraine, Baby to Kids, Bellerive. Woolmers at 
Longford and online at www.nostalgiatasmania.com 
/ nostas@bigpond.com or phone 0401 300 710.

BOOKS FOR YOUNGER READERS
Poo, Spew and Other Gross Things 
Animals Do! Nic Gill & Romane Cris-
tescu, illustrated by Rachel Tribout
This book stinks & we think you’ll love it! 
Poo, Spew and Other Gross Things Animals 
Do! will show you how being gross isn’t 
just hilarious,  it can be an important 
survival strategy for animals all over the 
world. Take a deep breath and step into 
the world of not just poo, but also spew, 
snot and all the other gross things animals 
do to survive and thrive. From using poo 
to build a nest, leaving stinky secretions 
to find a mate, or oozing slime to deter 
a predator, the animals in this book are 
amazing, and revolting!
Available in bookshops or from CSIRO Publishing:  
www.publish.csiro.au/book/8021

HISTORY, SCIENCE, ... AND DOGS
Dogs in Van Diemens Land: The adorable, 
the mischievous and the downright nasty, 
Ian Broinowski
Dogs were ever-present in early colonial 
Tasmania. Initially they were instrumental in 
feeding the British, who would probably have 
starved had it not been for their dogs’ ability 
to forage and hunt. Dogs almost immediately 
befriended the palawa people and played a 
significant part on both sides of the 1820’s 
war for lutruwita/Tasmania, guarding, attacking 
and often dying protecting their people. They 
ran alongside bushrangers, helping to feed and 
protect them, whilst also defending the lives 
and property of colonists; at times risking 
their lives. This tiny, isolated community’s love 
for their dogs is reflected in the many news-
paper articles, drawings, stories and paintings 
presented in this beautifully illustrated book.
Available at local bookshops and online from Forty 
South: shop.fortysouth.com.au/products/dogs-in-van-
diemens-land-the-adorable-the-mischievous-and-the-
downright-nasty-by-ian-broinowski-pb

Tyenna, Julie Hunt & Terry Whitebeach
It’s the summer holidays, and Tye is staying at 
her grandparents’ lodge at Chancy’s Point in 
Tasmania’s beautiful Central Highlands. But 
her plans for fun with best friend Lily and 
working on her pencil pine conservation pro-
ject are thwarted as fire threatens the com-
munity and the bush she loves - and when Tye 
discovers Bailey, a runaway boy hiding out, she 
is torn between secretly helping him and her 
loyalty to her grandparents.
Tyenna is a thrilling novel about one girl’s 
experience of the terrifying 2019 Tasmanian 
Bushfires. It is part of the Through My Eyes: 
Australian Disaster Zones series from Allen and 
Unwin and responds to the threat of climate 
change with some great ideas for positive 
action young people could take. Tyenna would 
suit readers aged around 11 to 14. 
Available in bookshops everywhere.
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Igloo Ripples, Anthea Wallhead  
Igloo Ripples is the story of the fibreglass 
Igloos used by expeditioners in Antarctica 
and other remote regions of the world. They 
were nicknamed “Apple huts” because they 
were “round and red and made in Tasmania”. 
The book is written by Anthea Wallhead, 
whose husband, Malcolm Wallhead (1941-
2000), was the original designer and manufac-
turer of the Igloos. Based on the diaries kept 
on every Igloo made, Igloo Ripples describes 
the places the Igloos were used and the di-
verse influences of the Igloos on Anthea and 
her sons’ lives. 
Available from local booksellers and also online from 
fortysouth.com.au

A NOVEL!

Listening to the Deep Song, Anne Collins
Listening to the Deep Song records Anne Col-
lins’ travels through Spain, which took place 
over many years. The author reflects on 
history, landscape, expressions of culture and 
change, revealing places of connection and 
friction within Spain and across the world, 
including here, in lutruwita-Tasmania.
The writing turns on a poetic dialogue and an 
embodied praxis; the latter expressed through 
Anne’s physical immersion in Spain and her 
practice and knowledge of flamenco dance. 
She also engages with the life and works of 
Federico Garcia Lorca and other poets and 
writers of, and about, Spain. Listening to the 
Deep Song is deeply personal, yet it also reso-
nates profoundly with contemporary concerns. 
Anne Collins’ writing is varied, thoughtful, 
observant, poignant and beautiful. 
Available from Fullers, Hobart Bookshop, Petrarch’s, 
The Book Cellar at Campbelltown, and other local 
bookshops, or online at brightsouth.com.au/product/
listening-to-the-deep-song-by-anne-collins/ 

Daughter of the Plateau, Karen Harrland
What does it mean to have no place to 
call home, and no family to turn to? Manna, 
named for the regal white gums and yellow-
tailed black cockatoos of the Central High-
lands of Tasmania, was a wild, strong, fiercely 
independent child. But Manna’s life was torn 
apart, first by her mother’s abandonment, 
then by her father’s coldness. Wild places can 
heal but are they enough? A whale stranding, 
the surf of Marrawah, and an encounter with 
a silver-haired woman force Manna to reckon 
with the forces within and around her.  
Available from local booksellers, www.karenharrland.
com, www.fortysouth.com.au and on shelves in wild 
corners of Tasmania.

Please support local booksellers. 

Share the love for local books 
and stories by passing this flyer 
around!

TASMANIA an island dream volume 2, 
Don Defenderfer  

“As much about love as it is about Tasma-
nia, Defenderfer’s love for wild places is 
our planet’s salvation.” Hilary Burden.

This companion to TASMANIA an island 
dream is a collection of stories, poems and 
photographs that capture the magic and 
beauty of Tasmania. 
The author shares insights and inspirations 
about some of Tasmania’s most beautiful 
areas - Flinders Island, South West’s coastline, 
the Franklin River, Maria Island, the Three 
Capes Track and wukalina. Through stories 
about hiking, sailing, gardening or simply 
contemplation at a shack, Don shares his 
reverance for Tasmania. His stories, photos 
and poems capture Tasmania at its best, a 
place far away from the fast-paced urban 
world, with beautiful landscapes, primordial 
wilderness and down-to-earth people.
Included is a fictional conversation in hom-
age to Gustav Wiendorfer, the pioneering 
conservationist who helped establish Cradle 
Mountain National Park.
Available from local booksellers and online at Forty 
South: shop.fortysouth.com.au/products/tasmania-an-
island-dream-volume-2-don-defenderfer

HISTORY, MEMOIR, NATURE, TRAVEL & IDEAS (In prose, poetry & pictures)
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POETRY

pressed specimens: Prose Poems from the 
Medicinal Plant Herbarium, Southern 
Cross University, Moya Costello

Longlisted for the Laurence Sterne 
Prize.

pressed specimens: Prose Poems from the Medici-
nal Plant Herbarium, Southern Cross University is 
18 poems accompanied by photographs. The 
collection has a Foreword by Peter Mouatt, 
Pharmocognocist and an Introduction by 
Costello about working with the specimens.
pressed specimens is ecopoetry. Costello’s 
hope for this collection is that “it may take 
readers into new imaginative territory by 
asking them to consider the world via plant 
life as another species with whom we are 
entangled for mutual survival on the planet”.
The independent Irish press, Beir Bua, pub-
lished it February 2022. 
Available at Fullers, Seppenfelts in Deloraine, National 
Library of Australia Bookshop, From Beir Bua Press via 
Lulu: www.lulu.com/shop/moya-costello-and-michelle-
moloney-king-and-beir-bua-press/pressed-specimens-
prose-poems-from-the-southern-cross-plant-science-
herbarium/paperback/product-4zzpnr.html 

small cosmos, Mary Blackwood 
“Mary Blackwood writes with power and 
precision. She takes a razor to the times in 
which we live, slicing away the dross and the 
cant. She gifts us poetry that is deft, sure, 
laden with insight. If a poet’s task is one of 
linguistic distillation, a paring down to lay bare 
the diamantine essence of things, then here is 
a poet of the very first order. Read these po-
ems - see what language can do.” – Pete Hay
“In Small Cosmos Mary Blackwood vividly 
captures worlds within worlds, from the 
desire to go beyond ‘the edge of the truth’ to 
the final jigsaw being ‘not what you thought 
at all’. With sharp wit and insight, the poems 
traverse landscapes of domesticity, ageing, 
humanity’s foibles, the precarious nature of 
safety and the inevitability of pain. The impact 
of meticulous crafting and subtle inferences, 
precision and understatement, is powerful 
and long-lasting.” – Lyn Reeves
Available at some local bookshops, online and from 
Ginninderra Press: www.ginninderrapress.com.au/store.
php?catalog/search/small+cosmos+mary+blackwood/
date/1

a small universe, Jan Colville 
Jan Colville’s poetry is varied, direct and affect-
ing. She has an eye for the absurd, the tragic, 
and that which is magical. Her mind is inquir-
ing and philosophical and attuned to more 
than just the world of humans. Her “small 
universe” is grounded in the “hereness” of her 
present life in lutruwita-Tasmania, yet it spans 
the globe and even reaches towards the stars.
a small universe is like a compass by which we 
may navigate Jan Colville’s life. Its needle is 
drawn by various lodestones – mother, father, 
neighbours, a wider community of people, 
creatures, things, memories, sorrows and 
yearnings. The poems “pay attention”, and Jan 
Colville writes of “here” as an antidote to 
globality and mass-production of cultures,. In 
these she perceives isolation, rupture and dis-
integration. Reading Jan Colville’s small universe 
is a welcome antidote. It reminds us that who 
we are matters and deserves to be shared.
Available from Fullers, Hobart Bookshop, Petrarch’s and 
other local bookshops, or online at brightsouth.com.au/
product/a-small-universe-by-jan-colville/

This flyer has been produced by Bright South for TasWriters, 
December 2022, and represents members who have published
Tasmanian stories over the last year. We’d love you to join us.

24 Davey Street (GPO Box 90), Hobart, Tasmania

(03) 6224 0029
admin@taswriters.org

Encouraging, supporting and promoting 
Tasmanian writers and stories.

Do you want more? 
The last three issues of ‘Give Tassie Books this Christmas’ are still 

available and many of the books in them are too. Find them at:
taswriters.org/tassie-books-this-christmas-and-holidays-2021
taswriters.org/tassie-books-this-christmas-and-holidays-2020
taswriters.org/tassie-books-this-christmas-and-holidays (2019)


