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About us 

Our Mission  

To encourage, support and promote Tasmanian 

writers and stories. 

Our Values   

TasWriters believes that: 

• Tasmania’s people are diverse, with stories 

that are valuable to our communities and 

cultures.  

• All people benefit greatly from the 

conceiving and sharing of stories. 

• A vibrant reading and writing culture 

requires effective community support and that 

TasWriters can offer this support as a peak-

body representing the interests of readers and 

writers in Tasmania. 

• TasWriters must be a strong and sustainable 

organisation in order to offer this ongoing 

industry and community support. This will be 

achieved by serving the interests of members 

and the reading and writing community and 

industries within Tasmania. 

Organisational Goals  

• To determine our optimal place in the 

Tasmanian (and National) literary and arts 

landscape during the first year of the plan. 

• To build and maintain capacity to deliver our 

strategic plan. 

• To deliver a Workshop Program that is 

appropriate, financially accessible, provides 

professional development and supports 

creative growth for writers at all stages of their 

career. 

• To provide opportunities for professional 

writers to earn additional income.  

• To be recognised as a sector leader. 

• To continue to run a successful, biennial 

Writers Festival that promotes Tasmanian 

writers and stories, is financially accessible to 

all and is valued by the Tasmanian 

community. 

• To pay writers to produce new and original 

works (e.g. Writers in residence (hospitals, 

Parliament, Law Courts, Police Stations, 

Airports)). These would aim to explore 

environments that have major importance in 

the community but are not well understood by 

many. 

 

About TasWriters  

TasWriters (formerly the Tasmanian Writers 

Centre) works as an advocacy, outreach and 

support service for Tasmania’s many aspiring, 

emerging and established writers. Its programs 

concentrate on promoting Tasmanian writers 

by engaging with a range of audiences, agents, 

publishers and projects.  

 

Our normal program of events, workshops and 

festival is held around the city and across the 

state. We strive to take our services to regional 

Tasmania.  

 

TasWriters is the primary conduit in Tasmania 

that enables and supports writers, both in their 

efforts to connect with readers and to establish 

their own artistic, professional and business 

development.  

 

The choices TasWriters makes in determining 

its range of services and annual program are 

governed by the needs of the sector and the 

organisation’s overall goals, objectives and 

core values.  

Funding partners  

Arts Tasmania, Festivals Australia, Copyright 

Agency, City of Hobart, Department of 

Premier and Cabinet, Tasmanian Health Inc., 

Commonwealth Government 

 

Central partnerships 

ABC Radio Hobart, Australian Society of 

Authors (ASA), City of Hobart, Forty South, 

Franklin Direct, Hadley’s Orient Hotel, Hobart 

Bookshop, Island Magazine, National writers 

Centre Network, Society of Children’s Book 

Writers and Illustrators (SCBWI), Tamar 

Valley Writers Festival 

 

Contact us  

TasWriters 

ABN 12-182-603-395 

 

admin@taswriters.org 

Ph: 03 6224 0029 

GPO Box 90, Hobart, Tasmania 7001 

http://www.taswriters.org 
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From the Chair 

 

2021 was a Festival year. We were very lucky 

as we avoided the brief lockdown the week 

following the festival which unfortunately 

affected other events around the state. 

 

The Festival held events at Hadley's Orient 

Hotel, the Maritime Museum and the 

Children's events were hold on Parliament 

Lawns.  

 

Due to Covid rules we had to restrict numbers 

for indoor activities. Many of the presentations 

were fully booked and most bookings were 

made online which made the process much 

smoother. The Festival was a great success 

with much positive feedback. 

 

The online workshops continued successfully 

throughout 2021. TasWriters will continue 

with online workshops for the moment as they 

allow people from across the state, from the 

mainland and even international participants to 

attend. However, some workshops will be held 

in person as we try to be as flexible as 

possible. 

 

Our 2021 AGM was held at Hadley's Orient 

Hotel which enabled us to have a special 

resolution to update the Constitution which 

was not allowed at the online 2020 AGM. 

 

We have a board of highly supportive 

members and excellent staff working with the 

Director. We thank you for your continued 

support and encouragement. 

 

Sue Kennedy 

Chair, TasWriters Board of Management 

From the Director 

 

At the beginning of 2021 the world breathed a 

sigh of relief. The 2020 of our nightmares was 

over and things could get back to normal… 

only they didn’t. Even now we live in a world 

fundamentally different from the one we knew 

before, and organisations and individuals will 

need to continue to adapt. 

 

For the first time we featured interstate writers 

in the Hobart Writers Festival via the internet. 

I must thank our tech supervisor Jeremy 

Young, for making it as painless an exercise as 

possible. While the world is slowly opening 

again, unfurling from its protective shell, we 

all now understand that some things will likely 

never be as they were.  

 

But we can still share our stories, engage with 

each other and support each other. The staff 

and board of TasWriters have worked hard to 

build stability and respond to the sweeping 

changes in our social and economic 

environments. If you have the opportunity, 

please take a moment to thank them for all 

their hard work. I’d like to draw particular 

attention to Oliver Maidment, who was only 

able to work here for a short time, but whose 

hard work and organisational skills are still 

supporting our projects even though he has 

had to move on to other things. 

 

Thank you to all our members, our partner 

organisations and funding providers for 

allowing us to continue to encourage, support 

and promote storytelling in Tasmania. 

 

Cassandra Wunsch 

Director 
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The Team 

 

BOARD OF MANAGEMENT  2021         Board Meetings via GoToMeeting 

 

Chair  Sue Kennedy 

Deputy Chair Mark Macleod  

Secretary Kate Eagles 

Treasurer Erika Thomson  

Members: Daniela Brozek 

 Kartanya Maynard 

 James Payne 

 Jaclyn Riley-Smith 

 Jeanette Thompson 

Late in 2021 we were joined by a new arrival to Tasmania, Tony Bonney.  

 

TASWRITERS STAFF 2021 

Director/Public Officer Cassandra Wunsch  

Program Coordinator Arianne James  

Finance Shannon Harwood  

Administration Oliver Maidment 

 

FESTIVAL STAFF AND VOLUNTEERS 

 

Festival Director Cassandra Wunsch 

Festival Manager Sue Kennedy 

Volunteer Coordinator Sue Kennedy 

Children's Outdoor  

      Activities Organiser  Heather Bradford 

Website Manager Daniela Brozek  

 

The Board members volunteered in various roles 

throughout the festival. 

 

We would like to thank the other volunteers who helped at the 

Hobart Writers Festival: 

     

Eilish Alexander Nicola Hudson 

Dana Bradford Paul Kennedy 

Emma Brown Steve Kennedy 

Fran Butler Bethamy Nader 

Kylie Carman-Brown Zokov Nyste 

Emma Collins Emily Palmer 

Jan Counsell Leigh Swinbourne 

Carmel Denholm Mia Williamson 

Sushila Desai Florian Wunsch 

Eva Hale Talie Wunsch 

Ron Hastie Helen Wyatt 
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Our Writers, Performers and Presenters 

 

Festival Presenters 

 

Robbie Arnott 

Colin Baldwin  

Alyssa Bermudez 

Danielle Binks 

Christina Booth 

Ian Broinownski 

Karen Brooks 

Vaishnavi Chetlapalli  

Nicholas Clements 

Rosie Dub 

Ursula Dubosarsky 

Chris Gallagher 

Laurie Gilbert 

Nicole Gill 

Kate Gordon 

Kristyn Harman 

Geoff Harwood 

Pete Hay 

Katherine Johnson 

Briony Kidd 

Kristen Lang 

Ruhi Lee 

Fiona Levings 

Amanda Lohrey 

Mark Macleod 

Melissa Manning 

Carol Ann Martin 

Hannah Moloney 

Anne Morgan 

Robyn Mundy 

Jane Naqvi 

Shirley Patton 

Stephen Petrow 

Annalise Reese 

Henry Reynolds 

Heather Rose 

Lucinda Sharp 

Josh Santospirito 

Mary-Lou Stephens 

Lian Tanner 

Adam Thompson 

Jen Thompson 

Deborah Thomson 

Coral Tulloch 

Rissah Vox 

Sarah Walker 

Terry Whitebeach 

 

 

Grace Williams 

Danielle Wood 

 

Workshop presenters 

 

Yoav Barness 

Danielle Binks 

Christina Booth 

Tara Bufton 

Kylie Carman-Brown 

Eleanor Coomb 

Sarah Day 

Rosie Dub 

Adrienne Eberhard 

Lisa Gershwin 

Nicole Gill 

Kate Gordon 

Katherine Johnson 

Cary Lenehan 

Alex McKeown 

Tansy Rayner-Roberts 

Josh Santospirito 

Lian Tanner 

Terry Whitebeach 

Danielle Wood 

 

Hidden Stories Workshop presenters 

 

Rosie Dub 

Vern Field 

Mark Macleod 

Kate Middleton 

Terry Whitebeach 

 

Thanks also to Kartanya Maynard and Adam 

Thompson for their contribution to the 

workshops. 

 

 

TasWriters is eternally 

grateful to Jon Kudelka 

for our wonderful 

Hobart Writers Festival 

logo. Thank you Jon. 
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Hobart Writers Festival 

 

The Hobart Writers Festival was a great 

success. The Festival Opening event was held 

at Government House, hosted by Her 

Excellency the Honourable Barbara Baker AC, 

Governor of Tasmania, and her husband 

Emeritus Professor Don Chalmers AO. 

 

We had predominantly Tasmanian writers and 

presenters, as we did at the 2019 Hobart 

Writers Festival. Most of the mainland 

presenters were live-streamed into the festival.  

 

We were very honoured to have Miles 

Franklin winner Amanda Lohrey in 

conversation with Robbie Arnott, who was 

short-listed for the 2021 Miles Franklin and 

won the 2021 Age Book of the Year. 

Tasmania has such a wealth of literary 

talent. 

 

The free Children’s Outdoor readings 

and activities on Parliament Gardens 

were not as well patronised as 2019 

probably due to rather inclement weather 

and the roping-off of the gardens 

from the market on the Saturday. 

Despite that, a good time was had 

by all. 

 

The feedback that we have received 

from presenters, panellists, 

performers, volunteers and 

audiences has been excellent. 

 

We are very grateful to the Tasmanian 

Government for allowing us to use Parliament 

Gardens and to all the Parliament House staff 

with whom we interacted during the booking 

process and throughout the weekend.  
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Hidden Stories 

 

The Hidden Stories project aims to provide a 

platform and support for emerging Tasmanian 

Aboriginal writers to tell their stories and build 

confidence in their ability to do so.  

 

Hidden Stories Workshops:  A few weeks 

before ETAWA opened, four, free, writing 

workshops were held online for any members 

of the Aboriginal community who wished to 

attend. These were very well received by the 

participants who, if they wished, could also 

participate in mentoring sessions with one of 

the workshop presenters in the weeks 

following. 

 

This project is a celebration of Tasmanian 

Aboriginal stories. Island magazine included 

the winning pieces from ETAWA 2021 in 

Issue 163. We thank all the staff and Board of 

Island Magazine for their partnership in this 

project. 

 

Thank you to Jim Everett - puralia meenamatta 

and Ian Broinowski for their support of this 

project. 

 

Emerging Tasmanian Aboriginal Writers 

Award 

The Emerging Tasmanian Aboriginal Writers 

Award (ETAWA) provides professional 

feedback from judges and a financial prize 

given by the Tasmanian State Government.  

This year the genre was poetry. 

The submissions were of a high standard. The 

three judges were Jim Everett - puralia 

meenamatta, Jillian Mundy and Luana Towney 

(last year's winner).  

The winner was Nicola Ingram for her piece: 

Life between the river and the concrete 

pavement.  It was announced at the Opening 

event of the Hobart Writers Festival by last 

year’s winner, Luana Towney who also gave 

the Welcome to Country.  
 

Unfortunately, Nicola was in lockdown in 

Melbourne, but her Mum Tanya attended the 

event in her place. Tanya called her 

immediately afterwards and it was wonderful 

to see Nicola’s surprised reaction to the news. 

 

Thank you to all those of you who attended the 

event and other sessions at the festival. 

 

The other entrants were:  

Jodi Allen 

Rob Braslin 

Caleb Nichols-Mansell  

Gemma O'Rourke 

Terrill Riley-Gibson 

Brooke Robinson 

Rosie Smith 

Bree-Anna Wells 

 

Thank you to all the writers, judges, workshop 

presenters and others who participated in this 

project. Thank you to Luana Towney for her 

thoughtful Welcome to Country. 
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ETAWA Presentation attendees 
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At a glance 

Membership 

Financial members  

  (as at 31 Dec 2021):        329 

 

Newsletter subscribers:  

 This Writing Month        1733 

 (The non-members' newsletter) 

 

Manuscript Assessments: 17 

 

Workshop attendances  171 

 

Online statistics:  

Website users   20453 

 

Page views 176625 

    average per day  483 

Total Facebook followers  5422 

Post Reach  1314 

Twitter followers  1852 

Instagram followers  1340 

 

 

__________________________ 

Donations 

Deep thanks to Ian Broinowski and Jim Everett - puralia meenamatta for their ongoing and 

generous support to TasWriters Hidden Stories Program. Jim and Ian have donated a percentage of 

the ongoing sales of The Pakana Voice: Tales of a war correspondent from lutruwita (Tasmania) 

1815-1856 to TasWriters.  

 

These funds will go towards the Hidden Stories program and the Emerging Tasmanian Aboriginal 

Writers Award. 

 

Grants 

Youth Arts (Arts Tasmania):  

 Funding to run free youth writing workshops in 2021. 

 

ArtsTas Organisational Funding: 

 TasWriters received $50,000 towards the running of TasWriters in 2022. 

 

Festivals Australia: Hidden stories: 

 Funding to continue the Hidden Stories and Emerging Tasmanian Aboriginal Writers 

Award for 2020 and 2021 
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Events, Workshops, Services & Support 

Workshops 

 

 

The workshop program in 2021: 

 

Katherine Johnson  Point of View 

Nicole Gill Nature Writing on kunanyi 

Terry Whitebeach Conveying the Essence of Story 

Lian Tanner Intuitive World Building 

Lisa Gershwin Nature writing 

Kylie Carman-Brown Memoir 

Rosie Dub Creating Credible Characters 

Alex McKeown Constraint based writing 

Sarah Day Poetry 

Cary Lenehan World building for writers 

Eleanor Coomb Writing the paranormal and supernatural 

Adrienne Eberhard  Objects of the Earth- Writing poetry inspired by the world around us 

Tansy Rayner Roberts Creative Crime Writing 

Danielle Wood Endings 

Danielle Wood Editing 

Danielle Binks Writing for Young Adults 

Christina Booth The Story Toolbox 

Christina Booth Creative Picture Books 

Joshua Santospirito Comic Book Creation 

Yoav Barness Writing the Adventure: A Toolkit 

 

Seasonal Poets 

We continued to support the Seasonal Poets’ 

poetry readings in 2021.They comprise 

readings by various poets at Hadley’s Orient 

Hotel throughout the year.  

 

Women's Poetry Oasis 

We will continued to support the Women's 

Poetry Oasis in 2021, by providing a modest 

reader's fee. They meet on the third Thursday 

of the month.  

 

End of year gathering  

We partnered with the Society of Children's 

Book Writers and Illustrators (SCBWI), to 

finish the year with a social event for members 

of those organisations.  

 

The event was held in the Orient Bar at 

Hadley’s Orient Hotel. There were a few 

speeches and much socialising. It was a well-

attended, enjoyable event to end another 

strange but successful year for TasWriters 

Board, staff, members and partners. 

Manuscript Assessment Services 

Thank you to Arianne James for the 

marvellous job she has done curating the 

manuscript development and assessment 

service. 

 

TasWriters manages services including 

consultations, manuscript assessments and 

mentorships. These services provide guidance 

to writers at all stages of their career, as well 

as contracting professional, published authors 

to provide these services.  

 

During 2021 TasWriters facilitated 16 

manuscript assessments. These 

included 2 historical fiction, 6 fiction, 3 

fantasy, 1 Young Adult, 1 autobiography and 3 

children's books. 

 

In all cases, the feedback from the requesting 

writer has been overwhelmingly positive, 

thanks to the excellence of the manuscript 

assessors. 
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TasWriters Library 

Our library collection holds over 2000 books 

as well as journals and reference works. 

Members are encouraged to donate copies of 

their work to the collection, and publishers 

often provide copies of works by local authors 

and Festival guests. As well as growing the 

library, this gives Centre staff access to 

members’ work, enabling them to promote and 

connect writers with other opportunities. 

Members can borrow items for three weeks.  

Regional Services and Support 

In 2021 we maintained a portion of the 

workshops as digital events in order to 

continue to support regional Tasmanians to 

engage with us. We were also able, with 

support from Festivals Australia, to offer 

support to Tasmanian Aboriginal Writers who 

lived outside of the greater Hobart area to 

physically travel and attend the Festival as part 

of the Hidden Stories Project. 

 

Regional support is an ongoing challenge in 

terms of funding and support, but it remains a 

priority for us and we will continue to look for 

new ways to provide engagement 

opportunities for all Tasmanians. 

Newsletters 

Our Newsletter had become so packed in 2021 

that at one point we printed a 16 A4 page 

newsletter for a visitor to the office. This made 

it very clear that we were likely burying 

information in these newsletters that was being 

missed. 

 

For the first time we split the newsletter into 

two. One for events and news to keep 

members up to date on what was going on in 

Tassie, and another for the paying 

opportunities for writers. Feedback on this 

concept was very positive with many saying 

they were able to focus more on the content 

that they wanted and miss fewer opportunities 

either for engagement or paying work. 

 

We are proud of everything our community 

accomplishes in Tasmania and beyond. We are 

keen to share news, launches, events or other 

writing/career related news with everyone. 

Young Writers 

In 2020 we secured our first dedicated funding 

for Young writers since 2017.  

Arianne James designed a program of 

workshops for young writers to run in 2021 

and lead into the Hobart Writers Festival.  

 

The 2021 program was a great success, with 

25 workshops held from January to November 

on a range of writing topics. We received 

some highly positive testimonials from 

presenters, students and parents. At the 

conclusion of the workshop series, a writing 

competition was held, with the works selected 

having the opportunity to be workshopped in 

an editing masterclass before being published 

in Platform magazine. Congratulations to 

Arianne, all her hard work paid off. 

 

Digital media 

Facebook continues to prove our strongest 

advertising point with the highest percentage 

of ticket sales to workshops coming to the 

ticketing page from our Facebook events. 

We continue to work towards an improved 

website and members' database. 

 

We are trying our hand at ‘Twittering’ and ‘the 

Instagram’, though all staff agree we have 

quite a bit to learn in these areas. If members 

or friends take fantastic snaps of literary 

events, we’d love to be able to share them with 

the community, so don’t be shy about tagging 

us or sending in your pics for sharing (with the 

appropriate acknowledgements of course). 
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AUDIT REPORT 

 

TasWriters Inc. 

ABN 12 182 603 395 

 

Annual report for the year ending  

31 December 2021 
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INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT 

To the members of Tas Writers Inc. 

Report on the Audit of the Financial Report 

Opinion  

We have audited the financial report of Tas Writers Inc. (the registered entity), which comprises 

the statement of financial position as at 31 December 2021, the statement of profit or loss and 

other comprehensive income, the statement of changes in equity and the statement of cash flows 

for the year then ended, and notes to the financial report, including a summary of significant 

accounting policies, and the responsible entities’ declaration. 

In our opinion the accompanying financial report of Tas Writers Inc., is in accordance with Division 

60 of the Australian Charities and Not-for-profits Commission Act 2012, including:  

(i) Giving a true and fair view of the registered entity’s financial position as at 31 December 

2021 and of its financial performance for the year then ended; and  

(ii) Complying with Australian Accounting Standards to the extent described in Note 1 and 

Division 60 of the Australian Charities and Not-for-profits Commission Regulation 2013. 

Basis for opinion  

We conducted our audit in accordance with Australian Auditing Standards.  Our responsibilities 

under those standards are further described in the Auditor’s responsibilities for the audit of the 

Financial Report section of our report.  We are independent of the registered entity in accordance 

with the auditor independence requirements of the Australian Charities and Not-for-profits 

Commission Act 2012 (ACNC Act) and the ethical requirements of the Accounting Professional and 

Ethical Standards Board’s APES 110 Code of Ethics for Professional Accountants (including 

Independence Standards) (the Code) that are relevant to our audit of the financial report in 

Australia. We have also fulfilled our other ethical responsibilities in accordance with the Code. 

We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a 

basis for our opinion.  

Emphasis of matter – Basis of accounting  

We draw attention to Note 1 to the financial report, which describes the basis of accounting. The 

financial report has been prepared for the purpose of fulfilling the registered entity’s financial 

reporting responsibilities under the ACNC Act. As a result, the financial report may not be suitable 

for another purpose. Our opinion is not modified in respect of this matter. 

Other information  

Those charged with governance are responsible for the other information. The other information 

obtained at the date of this auditor’s report is information included in the registered entity’s 

annual report, but does not include the financial report and our auditor’s report thereon.  
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Our opinion on the financial report does not cover the other information and accordingly we do not 

express any form of assurance conclusion thereon.  

In connection with our audit of the financial report, our responsibility is to read the other 

information and, in doing so, consider whether the other information is materially inconsistent with 

the financial report or our knowledge obtained in the audit or otherwise appears to be materially 

misstated.  

If, based on the work we have performed on the other information obtained prior to the date of 

this auditor’s report, we conclude that there is a material misstatement of this other information, 

we are required to report that fact. We have nothing to report in this regard.  

Responsibilities of responsible entities for the Financial Report  

The responsible entities of the registered entity are responsible for the preparation of the financial 

report that gives a true and fair view and have determined that the basis of preparation described 

in Note 1 to the financial report is appropriate to meet the requirements of the ACNC Act and the 

needs of the members or other appropriate term. The responsible entities’ responsibility also 

includes such internal control as the responsible entities determine is necessary to enable the 

preparation of a financial report that gives a true and fair view and is free from material 

misstatement, whether due to fraud or error.  

In preparing the financial report, the responsible entities are responsible for assessing the 

registered entity’s ability to continue as a going concern, disclosing, as applicable, matters relating 

to going concern and using the going concern basis of accounting unless the responsible entities 

either intend to liquidate the registered entity or to cease operations, or have no realistic 

alternative but to do so.  

Auditor’s responsibilities for the audit of the Financial Report  

Our objectives are to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial report as a whole is 

free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error, and to issue an auditor’s report 

that includes our opinion.  Reasonable assurance is a high level of assurance, but is not a guarantee 

that an audit conducted in accordance with the Australian Auditing Standards will always detect a 

material misstatement when it exists.  Misstatements can arise from fraud or error and are 

considered material if, individually or in the aggregate, they could reasonably be expected to 

influence the economic decisions of users taken on the basis of this financial report.  

A further description of our responsibilities for the audit of the financial report is located at the 

Auditing and Assurance Standards Board website (http://www.auasb.gov.au/Home.aspx) at:  

http://www.auasb.gov.au/auditors_responsibilities/ar4.pdf 

This description forms part of our auditor’s report.  

 

 

BDO Audit (TAS) 

 
 

DAVID E PALMER 

Partner 

Hobart,    27 May 2022 
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