FICTION
Doom Creek, Alan Carter
Sergeant Nick Chester has dodged the Geordie gangsters he once feared, is out of hiding
and looking forward to a quiet life. But gold
fever is creating ill-feeling between prospectors,
and a new threat lurks in the form of triggerhappy Americans preparing for Doomsday by
building a bolthole at the top of the South Island.
As tensions simmer in the Wakamarina valley,
Nick finds himself working on a cold-case
murder and investigating a scandal-plagued
religious sect. When local and international
events reach fever pitch, Chester finds himself
up against an evil that knows no borders. This is
the sequel to the Ngaio Marsh Award winning
Marlborough Man.

Jackjumper, Jane Naqvi
Annie and Jak – mother and wayward son.
Jak is playing silly buggers when he steps into a
nest of jack jumpers. The first sting in the tale
of his life trajectory.
Annie believes her destiny was unwittingly ordained through her father’s deception, long ago,
in the wake of Mahatma Gandhi’s assassination.
Separate, violent events also sabotage their
lives and each is beset by guilt. They hide from
the world and each other for seven years, Jak
in India seeking redemption, Annie in Tasmania
harvesting resentment. Unpredictable, like jack
jumpers.
When Jak rings Annie about a plan, born from
his childhood dream to sculpt a café in the
abandoned granite quarry on Tasmania’s Freycinet Peninsula, she realizes he needs her. Will
she exonerate and assist him? Or destroy him?
Available at bookshops and from the author at
www.jackjumpernovel.com

The Oyster Girl, Wren Fraser Cameron
A version of lutruwita/Tasmania that you have
never read, told through the eyes of an unforgettable woman, Pearl Macqueen, the oyster
girl. Starting as it means to go on, seismically,
The Oyster Girl traces Pearl from her time as an
indentured worker diving for abalone and crayfish through love, friendship, fortune and some
of the cruel dealings of fate. Cameos from
many of the island’s most recognisable historical figures, fleshed out with failings and foibles,
are spotted throughout. For one so vulnerable
in her time - a woman alone - Pearl is a feisty
and textured character who will long stay with
you. Available from Forty South and Tasmanian
independent booksellers.
Nelson’s Wake, M.C. Muir
On 23rd October 1805,Vice Admiral Lord
Nelson fell at the Battle of Trafalgar. But it took
weeks before his body was returned to England
and months until England said its final farewell
in Saint Paul’s Cathedral.
In Nelson’s Wake, the 6th book in the Oliver
Quintrell series, Captain Quintrell witnesses
these unforgettable events before heading to
Cork to embark on his next mission which
takes him south to the Cape of Good Hope.
Historical nautical fiction. Available online.

Sold to the Devil, Blair Denholm
Gary Braswell just made the worst mistake of
his life. He stole money from the Russian Mafia.
Then he made things worse by ticking off the
Federal Police.
With a bunch of angry Russians and the furious
Feds on his tail, he’s only got one option. Run!
Hiding out in the wilds of Tasmania, humanwrecking ball Gary stirs up more trouble than
he left behind. When the stolen money goes
missing, desperate measures must be taken.
What he does next leads to a trail of murder, deceit and bloody revenge. Can a dogged
detective take Gary down, or will he escape to
live another day?
Sequel to Sold. Find out how to get these
books at www.blairdenholm.com

* All books available at Tasmanian bookshops and other
booksellers, or as otherwise noted.
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SCI-FI, FANTASY & SPECULATIVE FICTION
Germline, Julia Miller
A taut, gripping and fascinating novel set in a
post pandemic world.
Doctor Ellen Hancock survived the 2064
pandemic yet remains unaware of her
superior immune system. When a teenager is
found dead in her hometown and four others
go missing, Detectives O’Connor and Scallioni
investigate. Ellen and her best friend’s daughter Zoe are drawn into the mystery.
Science, history, romance and mystery merge
together in this thriller, set in a world that
Charles Darwin could never have imagined
when he popularised the phrase ‘survival of
the fittest.’
Available at bookshops and Forty South.

The Last Circus on Earth, B.P. Marshall
In 2070, Europe is in chaos. A young performer,
Blanco, is trapped in a sinister travelling circus,
the Cirque du Curiosities. His only family are
heavily-armed freaks, disfigured innocents, malignant criminals, and the volcanic Baba Yaga, a
Russian witch. Blanco wants out, but how can
he leave behind the people he loves?
Then he learns the circus is not what it seems
– and neither is he.
The answer to the mysteries, and his only hope
of survival, lies in a remote valley in Central
Asia. It’s four thousand miles, but getting there
is the least of his problems …
The Last Circus on Earth is a wild ride across Europe and Russia, a page-turning spec-fic thriller.

Somniloquy, N. E. Absolom
Sara Stevens - normal, boring, thirty-something Sara - dreams of meeting a unicorn.
When her wish is finally granted, she finds
that sometimes the fantasy is better than the
reality: this unicorn is a bit of a jerk!
Plagued with self-doubt, Sara will need to
overcome her own failings in order to save
Palantia - the universe, even! - from the
nefarious schemes of a corrupted fae.
Somniloquy is an adventurous tale of magic
and dreams, and learning to believe in oneself
along the way. When everything seems dark
and difficult, kindness is the key, and even the
smallest hero can make a difference.
Find out more at www.neabsolom.com

House of the Flight Helpers, Philomena
van Rijswijk
‘The people of Incognita have walled themselves in…’
House of the Flight-helpers is a strange and
satirical narrative, a mythological mosaic of
horrors, feather phobias, dead saints, clay
flutes, terrible birds, forbidden zones and
unsettling forebodings. It casts the reader into
a future trammelled by the glacial passage
of xenophobia and exclusion. It is a parablelike, considering the biggest concerns and
insecurities of our age, especially the question
of whether, when we exclude the outsider,
are we really imprisoning and impoverishing
ourselves?
‘Each page bristles with unlikely details, strange
insights into the horror within and outside the city
colliding with beauty, with trust and the possibility of connection. Sentences carry great weight,
repaying close reading to quarry out the references and possibilities they contain.’
Sarah Tanburn, Horla
Available through Tartarus Press UK: www.
tartaruspress.com/van-rijswijk-house-of-theflight-helpers.html

What the Tide Brings, Heather Ewings
What the Tide Brings is speculative fiction.
Myna’s a selkie, though she doesn’t know it.
With her firstborn pronounced dead and
taken before Myna can see her, it takes the
birth of a second daughter, years later, to
begin to mend Myna’s broken heart. But then
Myna learns her firstborn is still alive, and
everything she thought she knew about herself is turned upside down. Myna has a choice;
retrieve her skin and return to the ocean—to
the family she never knew and the daughter
she’s long grieved for, or remain on land with
the husband she loves, and the daughter who
can never enter the sea.
Signed copies available:
www.heatherewings.com.au

* All books available at Tasmanian bookshops and other
booksellers, or as otherwise noted.
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Scouring the Land, Cary J Lenehan
This book continues to follow the unfolding saga on the distant and artificial world of
Vhast. The Princess, and her wife the mage,
the Cat, the priest, the ghazi, and the others
that they are gathering around them begin to
strike out and discover how widespread the
influence of their Adversaries as the story
ranges over The Land and beyond.
Scouring the Land is the fourth book of a series that sees magic as a scientific experiment
as good struggles with evil in a world made by
an alien race for their own ends.
Find out more: www.caryjlenehan.com.au

NARRATIVE NONFICTION (HISTORY)
Bone and Beauty, Jeanette M.Thompson
‘The convict uprising at Bathurst in 1830 has
been almost completely forgotten. Jeanette M.
Thompson has brought the story back from obscurity in a most lively and readable way. She has
combined serious research with imaginative flair
in a creative fusion of history and fiction.’
Australian historian Henry Reynolds
Bone and Beauty is the story of Ralph Entwistle, a trusted and loyal government servant, who is drawn into a conspiracy of Irish
convict rebels known as the Ribbon Boys.
In October 1830, rebelling from years of maltreatment and starvation, a band of Ribbon
Boys liberate eighty convicts from Bathurst
farms and lead them inland towards freedom.
Governor Darling, fearing that others will also
rise up, sends the 39th Regiment in pursuit.
Three bloody battles follow, but to whom will
justice be served?
Available from Petrarch’s and Beaconsfield
Newsagency or online.

SCIENCE, HUMOUR, ALL AGES

SHORT STORIES
State of the Heart, Carol Patterson
21 short stories about the crises, positive and
negative that bring change to people’s lives.
They are entertaining, funny, bitter-sweet and
tragic, ranging across time and place. As Carol
writes with the reader firmly in mind, her
stories.
provide a feast of character and setting, in
which the natural environment delivers a
parallel comment to the drama of each story.
These stories are written with the narrative
skill that marks Carol as Tasmania’s premier
short story writer.
Available from Ginninderra Press.

The Bird Whispers and the Bird Whisperer,
K.C. Morcom
The author, artist K.C. Morcom, like each of
us, has been on her own journey of discovery since connecting with nature. In The Bird
Whispers and the Bird Whisperer, she uses short
rhyming stories, illustrations, and photographs
to reveal the whispers of nature, and provide
the knowledge required to effortlessly create a
safe environment for our birds.
The story is entertaining and flows melodically
like birdsong. It depicts the desire to do what
is right and the impact and rewards of such
actions on the human spirit.
K.C. Morcom is a former magazine writer and
publisher who recently published an inspiring booklet for those suffering during difficult
times. With this new book she intends to raise
awareness of the need to protect birds, while
also exploring the nature of human existence.
This multi-layered, entertaining, informative,
and educational book includes short story
rhymes, an index of art mediums, everything
you need to know about bird watching, as well
as comprehensive profiles of different bird species. This book is suitable for the whole family.
Contact kcm.inspirations@gmail.com to find
a local stockist, or available at www.etsy.com/
au/listing/858314966/book-the-bird-whispersand-the-bird
Art by Nature, by Jamie Kirkpatrick
This book offers a startling opportunity to
behold the natural world through the perceptive eyes of Tasmania’s leading ecologist, Jamie
Kirkpatrick. Featuring Jamie’s photographs
and short texts, this book reveals nature
in ways you have probably never imagined.
Meditating on the question ‘does all human
art mimic nature’, Art by Nature is peppered
with gems of ecological fact, and some really
surprising (and funny) observations.
Available at Tasmanian booksellers and from
Bright South.

* All books available at Tasmanian bookshops and other
booksellers, or as otherwise noted.
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CHILDREN
Heart and Soul, Carol Ann Martin, illustrated by Tull Suwannakit
Heart and Soul, published by Scholastic, is a
picture book for children aged four to ten,
beautifully illustrated by Tull Suwannakit.
Charlie Wintergreen is an aging musician and
Louis is his dog, who sings along to Charlie’s
trumpet every night.
The two become separated and Louis wanders
the streets as a stray until he is rescued by
Pete, a younger musician. The two become a
popular busking act and it is through this that
Louis is finally reunited with Charlie and the
three play music together with heart and soul.
Stocked by Fullers and Southern Swan
(Cygnet), and online at Booktopia.

Shoestring, the Boy who Walks on Air,
written by Julie Hunt,Illustrated by Dale
Newman
A gripping illustrated adventure for 9–14 year
olds about a travelling circus, a future-telling
macaw and a cursed pair of gloves.
Shoestring has left his life of crime behind.
With his invisible tightrope, he has an act to
die for. But the gloves that caused so much
turmoil for his best friend come back looking
for trouble. On Shoestring’s hands they steal
impossible things – skills, talents, hopes and
dreams. But when he finds himself taking
KidGlovz’s mind he knows he knows he’s
gone too far.
Companion book to the award-winning
graphic novel, KidGlovz, illustrated by Dale
Newman.

Reginald’s Christmas by Patricia Pettett,
illustrated by Narelda Joy
Christmas Eve at last! Reginald twitches his
whiskers, straightens his Santa hat and sneaks
quietly out of his tiny mouse hole into the
dimly lit lounge room. In the flickering Christmas lights he sees a beautifully decorated tree.
With great excitement Reginald scampers up
the tree to play among the baubles, bells and
bows. This is just the start of his grand adventure. Christmas cake, an angel, Santa, toys, a
mobile phone – he discovers them all and what
a night it turns out to be!
Available from Tasmanian bookshops, gift shops,
newsagencies and Forty South.

Mermaid Spell, Ellie A. Goss
Today is the day!
Mum has promised to to help find a spell
that will make my dreams come true: a spell
for turning girls into mermaids. While nanna
watches on to see the day unfold quite differently and the spell in hand, what will be the
outcome?
Mermaid Spell included. For ages 4-8. Find out
more: www.eligoss76.wixsite.com/elishagoss/books

Mr Caterpillar and the Special Timbers
Incident, by Jamie Kirkpatrick
‘A morality tale for caterpillars, children and
adults’ - this is a picture book for all ages, by
well-known geographer and ecologist at the
University of Tasmania, Jamie Kirkpatrick and
friends and a group of friends, calling themselves The Mr Caterpillar Collective.
Mr Caterpillar and the Special Timbers Incident,
Jamie explores the comedy and ethical dilemmas of “Tasmanians who want trees to be
vertical, those who want them horizontal, and
those who like a bit of a lean”. Mr Caterpillar, an unctuous moral shape shifter, passes
through one portal after another, becoming
progressively more puzzled by the craziness
of humans as unsocial animals.
Available at Tasmanian booksellers and from
Bright South.

Now and Then, written and illustrated by
Fiona Levings.
There is a little wooden house in our town.
It has been there for a while.
Now, it’s Jem’s home.
Then, it was Doug’s home.
What could a 7 year-old in 1940 have in common with an 8 year-old in 2019? Our towns
have changed a lot over the last eighty years …
but what about the people who live there? Are
we really that different to our grandparents?
Using detailed, brightly coloured illustration
Now and Then invites you to explore the changes - and similarities - between our modern lives
and those of generations past.

This flyer has been produced by TasWriters, December 2020, and
represents members who have published Tasmanian stories over the
last year. We’d love you to join us.

Encouraging, supporting and promoting
Tasmanian writers and stories.

24 Davey Street (GPO Box 90), Hobart, Tasmania
(03) 6224 0029
admin@taswriters.org

www.taswriters.org

